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Alumni and Fr iends of  Hort icul ture and Forestry,

We are exci ted to share wi th you two opportuni t ies where

you can help current and future Salukis receive the same

outstanding hands-on training act iv i t ies you part ic ipated in

at  SIU. First ,  we are moving ful l  steam ahead on

fundraising for a new Undergraduate Teaching and 

Research greenhouse  next  to our Agr icul ture Bui ld ing to

replace the greenhouse that was razed in 2017. This is

your chance to partner wi th us to provide a top-notch,

act ive learning faci l i ty  where Hort icul ture students can
l i teral ly step out of  the classroom and into the greenhouse.
 
Second, our Forestry program has just  completed their 

p lanning for another year of  summer f ie ld camp in May and

June. Our facul ty is commit ted to cont inuing the tradi t ion of

providing 4 weeks of  intensive f ie ld exercises along with

v is i ts to employers and fantast ic natural  areas in the

Western and Eastern US. With r is ing fuel  costs,  summer

camp can be a s igni f icant expense for our students.  Please

consider giving to the Summer Camp fund ,  where

donat ions are direct ly used to defray the costs of  camp

attendance for our current and future Saluki  Foresters.  Both

giv ing opportuni t ies wi l l  be highl ighted under our Col lege

and School  dur ing SIU Day of  Giving, March 28.

Kar l  Wi l l iard

Inter im Director,  School  of  Forestry and Hort icul ture
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Kai t lyn  Lamaster  i s  our  new Hort icu l ture
Inst ructor ,  s tar t ing  at  S IUC th is  semester .
She  i s  a l so  a  Sa luk i  a lumna ,  earn ing  her
bache lors  and  masters  degrees  f rom SIU .  She
is  or ig ina l l y  f rom Manhattan ,  I L .

Ka i t l yn ' s  in terest  in  Hort icu l ture  began  
in  h igh  schoo l .  She  i s  pass ionate  about
spread ing  the  news  that  you  can  turn  your
love  for  p lants  in to  a  career !  She  be l ieves  in
hands-on  learn ing  and  has  a l ready  made  her
c lasses  an  exc i t ing  and  engag ing  p lace  to  be !  




















  

KAITLYN LAMASTER 



Classes Being Taught:  



SPRING SEMESTER:  
                    Landscape  Perenn ia ls

                         Greenhouse  Management  
                        Susta inab le  Hort icu l ture



FALL  SEMESTER:  
                           Landscape  Annua ls

                       Hort icu l ture  Phys io logy
                    In t ro  to  Hort icu l ture  

  

EDUCATION



SOUTHERN ILL INOIS  UNIVERSITY ,  B .S  2018
SOUTHERN ILL INOIS  UNIVERSITY ,  M .S  2020 

After  graduat ion ,  Ka i t l yn  worked  as  a 

hort icu l ture  agent  for  the  North  Caro l ina 

Cooperat ive  Extens ion  and  he lped  deve lop 


a  s tatewide  curr icu lum that  focuses  on 

smal l  farms and  agent  t ra in ings .  

HORTICULTURE INSTRUCTOR



 SU
STA

INABLE HORTICULTURE 

Truly a  team ef for t ,  s tudents  f rom Susta inable

Hort icul ture (HORT 360)  ass is ted with replacing

the polyethylene plast ic  on the SIU Susta inable

Farm's  high tunnel .    They did an amazing job

making sure everything was t ight  and secured

before incoming storms.  The plast ic  should

benef i t  the farm's  operat ions for  at  least 

another  5  years  to ass is t  wi th c lass  pro jects , 

farm markets ,  and dining hal l  produce.  Ta lk 

about  a  last ing student  impact !  Thanks for  the

help f rom students  and farm personnel  a l ike ,  as 

a lways ,  go Salukis ! "

WITH KAITLYN LAMASTER



FORESTRY PROFESSOR



J im Zaczek
J im Zaczek was born and ra ised in

the Chicago area .  Af ter  earning BS

and MS degrees in Forestry f rom

SIU ,  he moved north and marr ied

his  wi fe ,  Denise ,  whom he met in a 

zoology c lass  whi le  dissect ing a

feta l  p ig !  Dr .  Zaczek worked in the

Urbana Arbor Divis ion for  a  year 

and then in Cape Girardeau , 

Missouri  as  a  landscape manager . 

He was then able to jo in the

research facul ty  at  Penn State

Univers i ty .  

Dur ing the fourteen years  he spent 

at  PSU ,  he star ted a fami ly  and

worked with hardwood

regenerat ion ecology and

propagat ion and Chris tmas t ree

breeding ,  and earned his  PhD in

Forest  Resources Management .  He

jo ined the facul ty  at  S IU in 1997 .

"There is  a  great  balance between

engaging in teaching (helping

students  learn and develop into

forestry and natura l  resource

profess ionals ) ,  research (explor ing

ways to restore and rehabi l i ta te forest 

ecosystems) ,  and outreach (shar ing

knowledge of  the funct ions of  the

natura l  wor ld wi th s tudents , 

col leagues ,  and the general  publ ic ) .  I 

s t r ive to make a smal l  posi t ive
di f ference in a  big wor ld . "  

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT
BEING AT SIU?

As an a lumni :
"Because of  the opportuni t ies  and

exper iences I  had at  S IUC ,  working

with newly emerging technologies


and developing hands-on f ie ld

ski l ls ,  I  bui l t  credent ia ls .  

That  combined with networking

with former professors and fe l low


students  helped to open doors that 

I  s tepped through. "  

Li t t le  known fact :  Dr .  Zaczek was on

the SIU Gymnast ics  Team! He is  seen

here compet ing on the pommel horse .



CODY GOLDMANCODY GOLDMANFORESTRY ALUMNUS 
EARLY CAREER ALUMNI  AWARD FROM THE ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Cody Goldman was awarded

the Ear ly  Career  Alumni Award

f rom the Alumni Associat ion!

He was honored at  the Col lege

of  Agr icul tura l ,  L i fe ,  and

Physica l  Sciences Al l  Ag


Banquet  on February 24 ,  2023 .

Cody jo ined the I l l inois 

Nat ional  Guard Infantry . 

Af ter  coming back home

from basic  t ra ining he


jo ined a nat ional  guard

uni t  in  West  Frankfort , 


I l l inois .  Cody cont inued

his  educat ion ,  whi le  taking

part  in  dr i l l  once a month.  

During school ,  Cody was busy

working at  Dickson Resource


Management wi th John Dickson in

Makanda ,  I l l inois .  S ince graduat ion , 

Cody has moved to Aust in ,  Texas , 

and works as  a  c i ty  forester .  He is 


a lso the owner of  his  own business , 

Goldman Resource Management .  



Cody met his  wi fe ,  Brandi ,  a t  a  t ree

p lant ing event  and they now have


two l i t t le  g i r ls .  

Kar l  Wi l l iard ,  Cody Goldman ,  John Dickson ,  John Groninger



Dr .  Char les  Ruffner  Recognit ionDr .  Char les  Ruffner  Recognit ion

Forestry  Professor  Char les 

Ruf fner  was  awarded  the  Don 

E lk ins  award  at  the  A l l  Ag 

Banquet ,  2023 .  Th is  i s 

awarded  to  a  facu l ty  who  i s 

nominated  by  s tudents  for 

outstand ing  teach ing  and 

s tudent  mentor ing .  

Wel l  deserved !  Dr .  Ruf fner 

goes  above  and  beyond  for 

our  s tudents !



 

ALL  AG BANQUET 2023ALL  AG BANQUET 2023



AWARD WINNING HORTICULTURE CLUB

On February  11-  12th ,  four  
hort icu l ture  c lub  members  
took  part  in  the  Southern  

Reg ion  ASHS conference  in  
Ok lahoma Ci ty ,  Ok lahoma.  

Students  that  took  part  were
Jonathan  Henson ,  Kay la  Grey ,

Ryan  Ben idt ,  and  Veron ica  
Laurent .  

  

AWARDS WON



C lub  Share :  2nd  p lace :  Outstand ing  C lub
3rd  P lace :  Overa l l  C lub  Fru i t  Crops



Commodi t ies  Judg ing :  
        2nd  P lace :  ind iv idua l  fur i t  c rops  (Grey )
        1s t  p lace :  ind iv idua l  f l lo r t icu l ture  crops  (Henson)
        1s t  p lace :  ind iv idua l  woody  (Henson)
        2nd  P lace  Overa l l :  Ind iv idua l  Ornamenta l  Crops
        (Henson)  




KAYLA GREY
Congrats

!

New ACB Club Treasurer 



       F rom February  3rd  to  5th ,  Hort icu l ture 

Assoc iat ion  at tended  the  SR-ASHS

(Southern  Reg ion ,  Amer ican  Soc iety  for 

Hort icu l tura l  Sc ience)  in  Ok lahoma C i ty , 

Ok lahoma.  We sent  four  members  to
compete :  Jonathan  Henson ,  Kay la  Grey ,  Ryan 

Ben idt ,  and  Veron ica  Laurent .  Emma

Lagerhausen  at tended  the  conference  as  the 

pres ident  o f  ACB (Assoc iat ion  o f  Co l leg iate 

Branches )  for  SR-ASHS.  Dr .  Steven  St i l l 

a t tended  the  conference  as  our  adv isor .  F i ve 

un ivers i t ies ,  inc lud ing  S IU ,  a t tended  th is 

conference .

       On  February  3rd ,  we  presented  in  the 

ACB Club  Share  compet i t ion .  Th is  i s  a 

compet i t ion  where  at  least  one  member 

f rom each  o f  the  at tend ing  un ivers i t ies  wi l l 

p resent  a  s l ideshow about  the i r  hor t icu l ture 

c lubs .  Adv isors  judge  the  presentat ions ,  and 

the  resu l ts  are  g iven  at  the  ACB bus iness 

meet ing  on  Sunday .  Veron ica  Laurent 

presented  S IU  Hort icu l ture  Assoc iat ion ’s 

s l ideshow.  Af ter  the  c lub  share ,  a l l 

un ivers i t ies  had  lunch  at  a  loca l  café  and 

took  a  tour  o f  the  Myr iad  Botan ica l  Gardens 

and  Crysta l  Br idge  Conservatory .  Later  in 

the  even ing ,  members  exp lored  downtown

Ok lahoma C i ty .

       On  February  4th ,  we  competed  in  the  J . 

Benton  Storey  Hort icu l ture  Judg ing  Contest . 

There  are  four  categor ies  in  th is  contest : 

Woody  Ornamenta l ,  Greenhouse  Fo l iage  and 

F lora l  Crops ,  Vegetab le  Crops ,  and  Fru i t 

Crops .  Each  member  that  i s  compet ing  takes 

part  in  each  category .  The  Woody 

Ornamenta l  and  Greenhouse  Fo l iage  and 

F lora l  Crops  categor ies  are  t ree  and  p lant 

ID  and  Vegetab le  Crops  and  Fru i t  Crops  i s 

judg ing  the  qua l i ty  o f  d i f ferent  products .  




HORTICULTURE CLUB CONFERENCE REPORTHORTICULTURE CLUB CONFERENCE REPORT      

Later  that  day ,  members  v i s i ted  the 

outdoor  area  o f  Ok lahoma C i ty 

Nat iona l  Memor ia l  &  Museum and 

toured  more  o f  downtown Ok lahoma

C i ty .

        On  February  5th ,  members 

at tended  the  ACB bus iness  meet ing , 

where  the  ACB of f icers  for  th is  next 

year  were  voted  on  and  awards  were 

announced .  F rom SIU ,  Kay la  Grey 

was  e lected  as  the  new ACB

t reasurer .  For  awards ,  as  an  overa l l 

c lub ,  S IU  Hort icu l ture  Assoc iat ion 

earned  the  C lub  Share  award ,  2nd 

p lace  for  Outstand ing  C lub ,  and  3rd 

p lace  for  F ru i t  Crops  Commodi t ies 

Judg ing .  For  ind iv idua l  awards , 

Kay la  Grey  won 2nd  p lace  ind iv idua l 

F ru i t  Crops  Commodi t ies  Judg ing 

and  Jonathan  Henson  won 1st  p lace 

ind iv idua l  F lor icu l ture  Crops ,  1s t 

p lace  in  ind iv idua l  Woody 

Ornamenta l  Crops ,  and  2nd  p lace 

overa l l  ind iv idua l .  A f ter  the  ACB

bus iness  meet ing ,  s tudents  at tended 

the  annua l  ASHS bus iness  meet ing , 

where  we  had  the  opportun i ty  to
learn  what  occurs  in  a  profess iona l 

bus iness  meet ing .

        Overa l l ,  the  t r ip  was  an 

educat iona l  and  fun  exper ience  for 

our  members .  We are  very  proud  o f 

our  team for  represent ing  our  c lub 

and  schoo l  we l l .  We cannot  wa i t  to 

at tend  and  compete  in  the  SR-ASHS
conference  next  year  and  br ing 

home more  awards .




By  Veron ica  Laurent ,  Hort icu l ture  C lub  Pres ident



For more info contact:



                       SUSAN GRAHAM



              susang@foundat ion .s iu .edu



                    618-790-4474





FUTURE GREENHOUSE DRAWING
BY LAURA THOMAS,  HORTICULTURE INSTRUCTOR

UNDERGRADUATE  TEACHING AND RESERACH GREENHOUSE FACIL IT IES  FUND

FORESTRY STUDENTS SUMMER F IELD CAMP FUND

DAY OF GIVING:  MARCH 28,  2023



TO  EASILY  CONTRIBUTE  ONLINE ,  GO TO

SFH.SIU.EDU/GIVING.PHP






Memories from the PastMemories from the Past

Lef t  to  r ight :  Carver ,  Mangun ,  Wi l l ia rd ,  Basman ,  Zaczek ,  Ruf fner ,  Gron inger

Do you  have  photos  f rom your  t ime in  our  Forest ry/Hort icu l ture  programs? 
Share  them wi th  us !  Emai l :  fo rest ry@siu .edu  or  hort icu l ture@siu .edu

Keep an eye on our social  media accounts for  current happenings and 

throwbacks!



A b ig  THANK YOU to  our  communicat ions  in tern ,  Hannah 

Harris ,  who  d id  a l l  the  heavy  l i f t ing  in  get t ing  our  f i r s t 


news let ters  up  and  runn ing !  Hannah i s  a  sen ior , 

g raduat ing  in  Agr icu l tura l  Systems and  Educat ion  th is 


Spr ing .



Thank  you ,  Hannah !  


 


